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Nation’s volunteer programs into a 
true 21st century program, and we will 
also help solve one of the most pressing 
challenges of this century, global 
warming, while helping our kids as 
well. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 minute to 
Chairwoman MCCARTHY. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. 
Chairman, I want to say thank you to 
my colleague for offering this amend-
ment, and I certainly fully support it. 
But I want to also address Mr. FLAKE’s 
concern and clarify: While OMB con-
ducted a part assessment on Learn and 
Serve, the Summer of Service initia-
tive, what we are proposing is a new 
initiative that I believe has not been 
parted. 

So with that being said, I think that 
when we look at the whole bill, and es-
pecially for the Summer of Service 
part, we have an opportunity to help 
our people, our young people during 
the summertime. This, to me, can cer-
tainly cut down on what we are seeing 
in our communities across this country 
right now, on more violence in our 
communities. We have to look at what 
is the underlying cause. 

With that being said, we are cer-
tainly doing the most we can for the 
little amount of money that we have, 
to make the biggest impact on these 
children’s lives. So with that being 
said, I certainly hope that when we 
come down to it that we will be against 
Mr. FLAKE’s amendment and let this 
bill go forward, and let’s help the 
young people, let’s help our veterans, 
let us help everybody in this particular 
amendment. It is a good bill. It has 
been overwhelmingly supported on 
both sides of the aisle, but this par-
ticular amendment, as far as I am con-
cerned, would hurt too many of our 
young people. 
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Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Chairman, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Chairman, I claim 
the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Chairman, while I 
certainly understand the focus and in-
tent of this amendment, I rise in oppo-
sition and worry that this amendment 
will create more bureaucracy and ad-
ministrative costs rather than focus on 
getting dollars out to the participants 
in the programs. 

The focus of the GIVE Act is on 
streamlining our national service pro-
grams to make them more effective, ef-
ficient, and accountable. To do that, 
we have refocused a number of pro-
grams and added priorities to others to 
ensure that national service funds are 
being spent on initiatives that meet 
the most pressing needs. 

We have accomplished that by work-
ing within the existing program struc-
tures rather than piling new programs 
on top of existing programs with simi-
lar purposes. I share the gentleman’s 

concerns in the area of energy con-
servation. I believe a better approach 
to this issue would have been to work 
within existing structures. In fact, this 
bill already does that by addressing en-
ergy usage and conservation in a num-
ber of areas. 

Learn and Service, a new Summer of 
Service program, includes a focus on 
energy conservation. And in the inno-
vative program section of that pro-
gram, energy conservation is specifi-
cally included as a type of program eli-
gible for funding. 

Under the National Civilian Commu-
nity Corps, energy conservation was 
specifically added as a new purpose for 
that program. And under the programs 
of national significance authority 
within the Senior Corps, energy con-
servation and environmental steward-
ship were added as types of programs 
eligible for funding. 

Obviously, infrastructure issues are 
found throughout the bill because we 
recognize that this is a priority in 
many locations. But establishing a new 
corps that will siphon away already 
scarce resources will only undermine 
the efforts of the amendment’s spon-
sors to bring greater focus to these 
types of programs. 

I understand this amendment author-
izes $10 million for fiscal year 2009. 
Well, not within this specific act, but 
the Public Land Corps within the De-
partment of the Interior already exists 
and is funded by the Federal Govern-
ment at the amount of $2.5 million this 
year and it is authorized for $12 mil-
lion. This program, the Public Land 
Corps, engages disadvantaged youth 
ages 16–24 in protecting public lands 
and the environment, including global 
warming and emissions reduction. 

So my opposition is not to the focus 
of the effort, but I believe we are being 
duplicative and are going to waste 
hours on administrative costs in cre-
ating a new program rather than in-
vesting these dollars in existing pro-
grams that will better focus on energy 
conservation. 

So I would encourage a ‘‘no’’ vote, 
and ask Members to vote ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 10 
seconds to the gentlewoman from New 
York (Mrs. MCCARTHY). 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. I just 
want to clarify I certainly am in sup-
port of the Inslee-Sarbanes amend-
ment. I just wanted to clarify that. 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
the balance of my time to the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES). 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Chairman, I 
just want to say that I am in strong 
support of this amendment. I am glad 
to cosponsor it with Congressman INS-
LEE. 

The way we are going to make im-
provement with our environment is 
when hundreds of thousands of people 
develop the habits that clean up the 
environment instead of having the hab-
its that hurt the environment. There is 

no better way to do this than to estab-
lish this Energy Conservation Corps 
which brings a service dimension for 
our young people and for our seniors in 
the Learn and Service programs to sup-
port this green frontier that we are em-
barked upon. 

So I think it is a critical boost to the 
other efforts that we are making on 
the energy horizon. 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I just want to again emphasize that 
the GIVE Act specifically includes ‘‘en-
ergy conservation and stewardship as 
specified allowable uses of grant funds 
in programs already in place.’’ So I 
would encourage a ‘‘no’’ vote. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
INSLEE). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chairman announced that the ayes 
appeared to have it. 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Washington will be 
postponed. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. 
Chairman, I move that the Committee 
do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
OBEY) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
HOLDEN, Acting Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 2857) to reauthorize and 
reform the national service laws, had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 1:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 21 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 1:30 p.m. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. LARSON of Connecticut) 
at 1 o’clock and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

GENERATIONS INVIGORATING VOL-
UNTEERISM AND EDUCATION 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1015 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2857. 
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